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NEĆE BITI MIRA ZA IZRAEL BEZ SLOBODE PALESTINACA – 
I NEĆE BITI SLOBODE ZA PALESTINCE BEZ MIRA ZA IZRAEL

Na svakom od nas je da prekinemo začarani krug! 

THERE WILL BE NO PEACE FOR ISRAEL WITHOUT FREEDOM FOR 
THE PALESTINIANS –  AND THERE WILL BE NO FREEDOM FOR THE 

PALESTINIANS WITHOUT PEACE FOR ISRAEL
It’s onto each of us, to break the vicious circle!
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Abstract

While Sarajevo, known as the European Jerusalem, is still coping with the unresolved consequences of war 25 
years ago, conflict keeps on raging in Jerusalem of the Holy Land, Al-Quds in Arabic. The recent escalation ignited 
at the end of Ramadan at Al-Aqsa Mosque. The author is intimately acquainted with the situation in Palestine/
Israel on both sides. Instead of wishful thinking and ideological phantasies, he tunes the picture down to the 
realities of the conflict. Even for those, who are not directly part of the conflict, but empathize with either side, 
the implications pose a challenge, as we might have to adjust our commitments: These should not run along the 
lines of ethnicities or religions. And that, in turn, may be true for other conflicts as well. 

Key words: Middle East conflict, Jerusalem, Palestine, Israel, Al-Aqsa Mosque, Gaza, Zionism, misuse of religion(s).
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THERE WILL BE NO PEACE FOR ISRAEL WITHOUT FREEDOM FOR THE 
PALESTINIANS – AND THERE WILL BE NO FREEDOM FOR

THE PALESTINIANS WITHOUT PEACE FOR ISRAEL
It’s onto each of us, to break the vicious circle! 

 
Provocation and escalation in Jerusalem: déjà vu

in May 2021 we witnessed it again: Provocation and escalation, violence on the sacred compound of Al-Haram

 ash-Sharif, then, “ in defence of Al-Aqsa Mosque”, missiles were launched from Gaza, and in return large scale 

Israeli attacks were inflicted. Hundreds were killed, many more injured physically, and even more devastated in 

their minds and souls. The scenario was a disastrous déjà-vu. We have seen it over and over again–and, as has to 

be fatally predicted–we will see it again. 

 In Jerusalem and the Holy Land, this century started with a gesture by a world religious leader. The historic visit 

to the region by Pope John Paul II in March 2000 ostensibly fostered hopes that a just and peaceful solution to 

the long conflict might after all still be achieved. Many had then still been pinning such hopes to the processes 

following the Oslo Accords of the 1990s. But talks broke down in summer the same year, and in September, Arik 

Sharon, who would later become Prime Minster, but was then a far-right opposition leader, former defence 

minister and army general with a record of accountability for ferocious massacres on Palestinian refugees during 

the Israeli invasion of Beirut, paid an unsolicited visit to the Al-Aqsa compound, surrounded by more than a 

thousand police force. As was to be expected, this was perceived as a deliberate provocation, and ignited the 

volatile situation. The resulting so-called Al-Aqsa-Intifada lasted until 2005 and brought about between four 

and six thousand fatalities, most of them were Palestinians. In 2006, war raged between so-called “Hizbollah” 

in Lebanon and Israel, with Gaza as a second front, with many thousands killed, most of them, by far, were 

Lebanese, and Palestinians. In December 2008, the conflict escalated again into a disastrous war in Gaza, with 

more than a thousand fatalities, most of them, by far, were Palestinians. The next Gaza war evolved in November 

2012. Hundreds were killed, most of them, by far, were Palestinians. Then again in August and September 2014, 

more than two thousand people died, most of them, by far, were Palestinians.
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illustration ~ Jewish worshippers take part in a priestly blessing during Passover at the Western Wall in Jerusalem's Old City. (Reuters)
ilustracija ~ Jevrejski vjernici sudjeluju u svećeničkom blagoslovu za vrijeme Pashe na Zidu plača u starom gradu Jeruzalema.

Repetitive and predictable pattern

the patterns, we have been witnessing again and again, are repetitive and predictable: This enduring human

  catastrophe is happening not because of a natural disaster, nor because any of the involved sides was 

aggressive by nature. Its mechanisms are related to the unbearable conditions and pressure that keep being exerted 

on the Palestinian people, without any perspective for relief. And when, time and again, rockets are launched 

from the Gaza Strip into Israel, the results are predictable as well: When, in an unequal conflict, a relatively weak 

party attacks a militarily heavily superior party, then the effect can be some limited damage and, probably more 

important, a feeling of constant threat and insecurity for–in this case–Israeli civilian population. But far more 

dramatic, in brutally logical consequence, tremendous suffering will be brought upon the first party’s own civilian 

population. In this case the organisations that invoke “Resistance” or “Jihad” in their names must be aware and for 

sure are indeed fully aware, about the consequences of their actions: most of the suffering, by far, will be on the 

Palestinians. They accept this consciously and deliberately, and they must be confronted with the suspicion if they 

not even intend it, as the resulting media coverage of living quarters being bombed, even schools and hospitals 

affected, families wiped out and desperate parents and children, can be expected to foster more awareness and 

solidarity with Palestinians as victims of a brutal aggressor. 

 These patters are working, again and again, with fatal persistency and like a perpetuum mobile: cause and 

effect keep feeding each other reciprocally. And as long as these patterns will not be breached, no solution can 

be approached. 

 But how could we, who are not directly part of the conflict, being neither Palestinian nor Israeli, how and where 

could we set in to breach the vicious circle?
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ilustracija ~ Južni pojas Gaze. Plamen i dim rastu tokom izraelskih zračnih napada na palestinsku teritoriju.
illustration ~ The southern Gaza Strip. Flames and smoke rise during Israeli air strikes to the Palestinian territory. REUTERS.
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illustration ~ Rockets are launched toward Israel from Rafah, in the south of the Gaza Strip, controlled by the Palestinian Hamas. AFP via Getty.
ilustracija ~ Rakete se lansiraju prema Izraelu iz Rafaha, na jugu Pojasa Gaze, pod kontrolom palestinskog Hamasa.
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illustration ~ Protesters near the house of a Palestinian family, which an Israeli court had ordered to be evicted while declaring Israeli settlers to 
be the legal owners, in Sheikh Jarrah. AFP

ilustracija ~ Prosvjednici u blizini kuće palestinske obitelji, za koju je izraelski sud naredio deložaciju dok je izraelske doseljenike 
proglasio zakonitim vlasnicima, u Sheikh Jarrahu.

Repetitive and predictable reactions

what holds true for the mechanisms of the conflict itself, is reflected as well by reactions around the world. 

When violence last erupted in Jerusalem in May 2021, the voices from around the globe were as repetitive 

and predictable as were the actions and re-actions themselves. On one side, angry protesters in and beyond the 

so-called Muslim World deplored the desecration of Al-Aqsa Mosque by Israeli armed forces. Yet, as a rule, they 

did not mention or deplore that Jews praying at their holiest site, the Western Wall, directly adjoing the ancient 

Temple Mount, identical with Al-Haram Ash-Sharif, were attacked by stone throwers from the mosque compound 

above; that inside the prayer hall of Al-Aqsa, piles of stones and bottles had been collected in advance to provoke 

and then confront the armed forces into storming the mosque. Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims all over the world 

were widely supporting the cause of the Palestinians, pouring out all the blame on the Jewish State all over again, 

and defending or excusing the way, “Hamas” was “reacting” in exercise of their right to self-defence.

 On the other side, the tension that had been virulent in Jerusalem due to the immanent eviction of Palestinians 

from their homes, was readily set aside from the context leading the way to the escalation, that predictably would 

erupt on the last Friday of Ramadan. Israelis and Jews, and much of the so-called “West” were widely supporting 

the cause of Israel, blaming the Palestinians all over again, and defending or excusing the way, the Jewish State 

was “reacting” in exercise of its right to self-defence.
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illustration ~ A Palestinian father carries his wounded daughter from the rubble of a destroyed house after an Israeli airstrike in Gaza City. EPA
ilustracija ~ Otac Palestinac nosi svoju ranjenu kćer iz ruševina uništene kuće nakon izraelskog zračnog napada na gradu Gazi. 

Who is to blame? 

obviously, this will not lead any side any further, than it has for so many decades. This will by no means

 contribute to liberating or bringing peace on anyone, but it will rather fuel the conflict, more and more, and 

it will predictably lead into the next rounds of escalation, with hundreds and thousands of fatalities. Most of them, 

by far, will be Palestinians. 

 Yet, it is not “the other side”, who is to blame for this mechanism. It is neither Israel or “the Zionists”, nor the 

Palestinians. It is in fact us, when we fall into the trap of our instinctive and un-reflected solidarity with “our side”! 

 This conflict over Jerusalem, over the land called Palestine, called Israel, called the Holy Land, is not Palestinians 

and Arabs or Muslims against Israelis and Jews or the “West”. On both of these sides, there are those, who want to 

overcome this conflict, and are struggling to eventually solve it–by peaceful means, of course, as anything else is part 

of the conflict, not of its solution. And on both of these sides there are those, who fuel the conflict, for nationalist 

or religious fanaticism, or because in one way or another it serves their own interests. This is demonstrably true for 

those who have dominated Israeli politics for many years. And it is true, just the same, for extremist organisations 

who mislabel terror “resistance” and abuse Islam for promoting violence and hatred. When we demonstrate our 

blind solidarity with any of these sides, then we, too, are part of the conflict, not of the solution.
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illustration ~  A young Palestinian protester protests in "day of rage",  during clashes with Israeli security forces on the eastern outskirts of 
Gaza City, near the border with Israel.
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Not a religious conflict 

this conflict is not a religious conflict either. Unlike some want us to believe, there has been no conflict between

  the sons of Abraham, Ismael and Isaac, neither in the Quran nor in the Bible. And for many centuries, there 

was no competition over the ancient Temple Mount, which has become Al-Haram Ash-Sharif. Before the modern 

conflict arose, Muslims were of course aware that the sanctity of the rock that served the Prophet Muhammad 

(may peace be upon him!) as the point of destination for Al-Isrâ’ and the point from where to experience Al-Mi‘râj, 

was inseparable from the previous site of adoration of the One, Almighty and Merciful, where the Prophet and 

King of Israel Solomon (Shelomoh, Sulaymân, may peace be upon him!) had the temple built for Him, where the 

Prophet Zakaria (may peace be upon him!) performed his service as a Jewish priest, and cared for young Mary 

(may peace be upon her!), who would become the virgin mother of Jesus Christ (may peace be upon him!), who 

spread his message in this temple compound.1 The famous French Muslim philosopher Roger Garaudy correctly 

described the iconic Dome of the Rock as “the symbol of the oneness and continuity of the Abrahamic, i.e. Jewish, 

Christian and Muslim faith.”2 And the Palestinian scholar Sari Nusseibeh, former president of Al-Quds University, 

states in explicit terms: “But whether a spot is initially and inherently sacred, or becomes so through practice, or 

even following upon the occurrence of some miraculous experience, it is still hard to see how God can ‘be made 

to feel better’ by men fighting over that spot, killing and getting killed over it, dismantling or demolishing it, or 

whatever. (…) In the final analysis, spilling (human) blood over the Rock can only be a secular practice, not a divine 

wish or command!”3

 It was the political conflict over the land, starting in the late 19th century and dominating the entire 20th 

century, that more and more distorted religious perceptions and traditions seduced believers of the religions of 

Abraham, to dispute each other’s traditions and rights. It is not profoundly Jewish, to claim Jerusalem exclusively 

for Judaism, as if many centuries were of no relevance. Nor is it profoundly Jewish to deprive the Palestinian 

people of any of their rights, including a Palestinian State in (at least parts of ) Palestine, as long as Jewish (and 

all others’) rights are respected there as well. It is, rather, misuse of Judaism to do so for political reasons. It is not 

profoundly Islamic to oppose anything Jewish around Al-Haram Ash-Sharif. Nor is it profoundly Islamic to fight a 

Jewish State in (at least parts of ) Palestine, as long as Muslims (and all others) are free to practice their religion 

there without restrictions. It is, rather, misuse of Islam for political reasons.

1 For the Temple of Jerusalem in Islam cf. S.J. Wimmer, Der Tempel von Jerusalem im Koran, in: Blätter Abrahams. Beiträge zum interreligiösen 
Dialog 9, 2010, 79-90, and id., “Ein Tag wie tausend Tage“. Die Bedeutung Jerusalems für den Islam, in: Blätter Abrahams. Beiträge zum 
interreligiösen Dialog 19, 2019, 61-73. 
2 http://www.cyberistan.org/islamic/domerock.htm (last consulted: 07.11.2021).
3 O. Grabar/B.Z. Kedar (eds.), Where Heaven and Earth Meet: Jerusalem’s Sacred Esplanade, Jerusalem 2009, p. 369. 
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illustration ~  “It is not profoundly Jewish, to claim Jerusalem exclusively for Judaism, as if many centuries were of no relevance. Nor is it 
profoundly Jewish to deprive the Palestinian people of any of their rights, including a Palestinian State in (at least parts of ) Palestine, as long 
as Jewish (and all others’) rights are respected there as well.” ... "The solution will not be the enduring suppression or the the expulsion of the 
Palestinian people from its homeland. Nor will it be the destruction of the Jewish State in the Land of Israel. Because neither will ever happen."



Spring 2022. Volume 3, No. 1. - illuminatio/svjetionik/almanar - 241

Challenging truths 

in fact, this conflict is between those–be they Palestinians, Arabs, Muslims or Israelis, Jews, or whoever–, who strive

  to solve the conflict, and those–be they Palestinians, Arabs, Muslims or Israelis, Jews, or whoever–, who are 

fuelling the conflict.

 We are not helping, when we side by either “Israel” or “the Palestinians”. If we want to show solidarity, we should 

not, we must not show it along the lines of ethnicities or religions–lest we misuse our religions. We must rather 

show it to those–on both sides!–who want justice and peace for all, and against those, who want either justice or 

peace for themselves alone. It is as easy as that. 

 Without any doubt, the solution will eventually come around, because this is not, in essence, a religious and 

eternal conflict, but a contemporary political one. We cannot know, when, nor how it will look like. But the solution 

will not be the enduring suppression or the expulsion of the Palestinian people from its homeland. Nor will it 

be the destruction of the Jewish State in the Land of Israel. Because, this can be said for sure, neither will ever 

happen. These simple facts all must acknowledge as the basis for solving the conflict. The truth in this conflict is 

complementary, like a medal with two sides. You may not equally like both components, but you must advocate 

both, if you want to achieve one of them: 

 There will be no freedom for the Palestinians, without peace for Israel. And there will be no peace for Israel, without 

freedom for the Palestinians. 

 If we want to contribute to either, we must aim at both! This requires in consequence a tremendous step in our 

consciousness: It means nothing less than the “West”, Jews, Israelis and their proponents must in the first place, 

openly and authentically, make the case for the full rights of the Palestinian people to enjoy all human and civil 

rights, to live in dignity and freedom. Then, and only then, they can credibly demand peace for Israel as well.

 It means nothing less than Muslims all around the world, Arabs and Palestinians and their proponents must in the 

first place, openly and authentically, make the case for the right of the Jewish State in (at least parts of) Palestine to 

exist in peace. Then, and only then, they can credibly demand freedom for the Palestinians as well. 




